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‰ The FARE Action Week sees the game take a symbolic stand
against racism and discrimination through activities designed to
raise awareness of the issue, and underline football's determina-
tion to stamp it out. This year more than a thousand activities in
37 European countries will take place as part of the 7th FARE
Action Week against racism and discrimination. Following a Call
for Action 184 groups have sent their creative ideas and submit-
ted proposals for action. In total the Fotball Against Racism in
Europe (FARE) network has been able to support the vast major-
ity of these groups with small scale grants. In total an amount of
more than 50.000 € will be used for grassroots actions. The
range of activities has increased this year with new groups from
Eastern and Central Europe, including the former Soviet Union
and the Balkans, getting involved with initiatives led by cam-
paigners, fans, clubs, national associations, ethnic minorities,
youth groups and schools. 

Last year in Slovenia all the top league clubs became active, and
for the first time activities took place in the Ukraine and Belarus. A
greater engagement with minority groups such as the Roma in parts
of Eastern Europe was an encouraging feature of the activities.

Fan participation also increased with fan groups planning and
organising activities felt to be most receptive to fellow fans in
challenging racism. In Spain, following a season where racism in
football continued to hit the headlines, Ultra groups have come
together to plan joint activities. Italian and French Ultra groups
across the country organised anti-racism choreographies to
show their support. Following a successful World Cup 2006 all
the key players in German football will get behind the FARE
Action Week, involving not only all professional sides, but also
more than a million fans in stadiums across the country, who will
raise a red card against racism. This initiative by the German
football league DFL together with the DFB and the FARE partner
Dem Ball egal is set to be the biggest anti-racist cross club cho-
reography in football so far.

In England and Wales, all 92 professional football clubs take
part in a concerted effort to kick racism out of football, alongside
about 700 community and club events. 

For further details on the FARE Action Week and a List of Activ-
ities please see www.farenet.org. Information is available in Eng-
lish, German, Italian and French. 

Targeting Eastern Europe 

UEFA’s flagship club competi-
tion, the Champions League,
will kick-off the 7th Action
Week on 17 and 18 October.
Europe's top football stars
will help to spread the mes-
sage too as they stand united
against racism with mascots
bearing the slogan “Unite
Against Racism”. All 32
teams taking part in the UEFA
Champions League will show
their opposition to racism as
part of UEFA's contribution to
the FARE Action Week.
The UEFA president, Lennart
Johansson, welcomed the
Action Week and called upon
anyone in the football world
who has not yet taken a stand
against racism to join the
fight.
“UEFA is proud to be backing
the FARE Action Week
against racism and discrimina-

tion. We appreciate the oppor-
tunity to underline our unwa-
vering commitment to eradi-
cating racism in our game.
We know that racism can’t be
beaten in a single week, but
we hope these activities will be
a catalyst that engages more
and more members of the foot-
ball family in the fight against
racism and discrimination.”

The Gunners & all other clubs in the Champions League send out a powerful message.
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UEFA Champions League kicks-off Action Week 

‰ In association
with Serbian first
league club FK Smed-
erevo the FARE net-
work organised an
international youth
tournament against
discrimination and
nationalism in the Balkans in the
small town of Smederevo from
4 to 6 August 2006. 

Teams from Macedonia,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croat-
ia, Bulgaria and Serbia took part
in the under-16 tournament,
underlying their desire for a
new beginning in the Balkans,
free of racism, nationalism and
violence.

The tournament is part of a
FARE project funded by Nike’s
Stand Up, Speak Up campaign to
deliver a series of activities in
Central and Eastern Europe. 

The activities are focused on
three countries – Poland, Slova-

kia and Serbia. Additionally, a
Project Pool lends support to
small scale activities of fan
groups, minority organisations
and NGO’s in the region. 

The programme seeks to
tackle the exclusion of Roma
communities in Slovakia and to
undertake monitoring and cam-
paign activities to counter the
presence of neo-Nazi groups in
football stadiums in Poland. In
Serbia the key aim is to chal-
lenge prevailing ideas of
nationalism and xenophobia in
Serbia, through working with
football clubs and a youth tour-
nament.
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‰ FARE organised a program-
me of anti-racist activities at the
FIFA World Cup 2006 in Ger-
many, following its successful
interventions at the EURO 2004
in Portugal. Streetkick tours
were undertaken by FARE part-
ners Football Unites, Racism
Divides (FURD) and Dem Ball
egal, demonstrating opposition
to racism at the World Cup,
through encouraging fans, local
people and minority groups to
play together in a spirit of fri-
endship and mutual respect.
The games, involving 21 events
in eleven host cities, provided a
focus for disseminating informa-
tion about FARE’s anti-racist
activities, through the distributi-
on of the ‘Football Unites’ fanzi-
ne, the display of the exhibition
panels detailing the history of
anti-racist activities across Euro-
pe, and the interaction with
fans, local people and migrants.
Special activities included a cel-

ebration of the life of Arthur
Wharton, the first black profes-
sional footballer, who was orig-
inally from Ghana, at an event
on the day of the Czech Repub-
lic – Ghana game, and, before
the England – Sweden match, a
delegation from FIFA played
games against the FURD work-
ers and the local Fan Embassy
in Cologne. 35,000 copies of
the bilingual fanzine, were dis-
tributed, and FARE partner Flut-
licht organised a travelling exhi-
bition on the theme of football
and migration. FARE also
helped monitor and identify dis-
criminatory banners and chants
inside and around stadiums.
Additionally, the developing
relationship with FIFA was evi-
denced by the anti-discrimina-
tion activities organised at the
quarter-finals, including speech-
es against racism and discrimi-
nation by all team captains
before the games.

For all other UEFA

countries 

FairPlay-vidc 
Markus Pinter & 
Kurt Wachter 
Moellwaldplatz 5/3,
A-1040 Vienna, Austria 
Phone: ++43 1 7133594-93 
Fax ++43 1 7133594-73
fare@vidc.org
www.FAREnet.org 
www.FairPlay.or.at

For United Kingdom

Kick it Out
Piara Powar 
Unit 3, 1-4, Christina Street
UK-EC2A 4PA London, UK
Phone: ++44-20-7684-
4884
info@kickitout.org 
www.kickitout.org

For Spain 

Unione Italiano Sport Per
Tutti – UISP
Daniela Conti 
Largo Franchellucci 73, 
I-00155 Roma, Italy
Phone: ++39-06-
43984313
Fax: ++39-06-43984320
d.conti@uisp.it 
www.uisp.it

For Italy 

Progetto Ultrà – UISP
Emilia Romagna
Carlo Balestri
Via Riva Reno 75/3
I-40121 Bologna, Italy
Phone: ++39-051-236634
Fax: ++39-051-225203
progettoultra@progetto
ultra.it
www.progettoultra.it

For Poland & former

Soviet Republics 

Never Again Association –
Stowarzyszenie Nigdy
Wiecej
Rafal Pankowski 
PO Box 6, PL-03-700
Warszawa 4, Poland
Phone: ++48 603647228
rafalpan@zigzag.pl
http://free.ngo.pl/nw/

For France 

LICRA Sport – Ligue
Internationale Contre le
Racisme et l'Antisémitisme 
Carine Bloch
42, rue de Louvre 
F-75001 Paris, France 
Phone: ++33 1 45080808
Fax: ++33 1 45 08 18 18
sport@licra.org
www.licra.org/licrasport

FARE | Network

FARE is a partner of the UEFA Corporate 
Social Responsibility Portfolio

Contacts | FARE Action Week

FARE Administration Group

In 2003 the former interna-
tional referee John Blanken-
stein toured with the “Show
Football the Pink Card” cam-
paign run by the German
Federation of Active Football
Fans (BAFF) to talk about his
open homosexuality and
experiences in football.
He told the BAFF meetings
that admitting he was a
homosexual had cost him
his place at the 1990 World
Cup. He had allegedly been
seen in a gay bar wearing a
FIFA suit. Ahead of the Euro-
pean Championship group
match between England and
Denmark in 1992 he met
with similar 'propaganda'.
“Tonight’s ref is gay!” read
the headline in the Daily Mir-

ror, which gave the players
tips on how to 'conduct
themselves'.
“I know five Dutch players
who are gay, but out of fear
they have created a fake
existence for themselves
with a wife and child”, John
explained. Nevertheless,
they lead a gay double life, a
life of anxiety. For some of
them he became a fatherly
advisor.
On 25 August 2006 John
Blankenstein passed away
as a result of a severe kid-
ney ailment at the age of
just 57. He died in the year
when UEFA began to devote
more attention to the sub-
ject of homophobia and
invited him to speak at its
Unite against Racism con-
ference in Barcelona. At the
Nou Camp stadium he was
full of hope for open homo-
sexuality in football. John
Blankenstein was an exem-
plary champion of open
homosexuality. We will miss
him.

John Blankenstein (* 1949 – = 2006) 
has lifted the veil of silence regarding
homosexuality in football. He was a FIFA
referee between 1985 and 1995,
officiating at 88 international matches. 

FARE programme at World Cup
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The most important referee in the world
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